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a pleasant relation last night: "I would fain hear it
out. Mira. The persons concerned in that affair have yet a
tolerable reputation. - I am afraid Mr Fainail will
be censorious. Mrs Fain. He has a humour more prevailing than his
curiosity, and will willingly dispense with the hearing
of one scandalous story, to avoid giving an occasion to
make another by being seen to walk with his wife.
This way, Mr Mirabell, and I dare promise you will
oblige us both.
ACT II, SCENE 3 FAINALL, MRS MARWOOD
Fain. Excellent creature! Well, sure if I should live to be rid of my wife, I should be a miserable man.
Mrs Mar. Ay!
Fain. For having only that one hope, the accomplishment of it of consequence must put an end to all my hopes i_BJid what a wretch is he who must survive his hopes! Nothing remains when that day comes, but to sit down' and weep like Alexander, when he wanted other worlds to conquer/'7
Mrs Mar. Will you not follow 'em?
Fain. Faith, I think not,
Mrs Mar. Pray let us; I have a reason.
Fain. You are not jealous?
Mrs Mar. Of whom?
Fain. Of Mirabell.
Mrs Mar. If I am, is it inconsistent with my love to you that I am tender of your honour?
Fain. You would intimate then, as if there were a fellow-feeling between my wife and him.
Mrs Mar. I think she does'"not hate him to that degree she would be thought